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JFK probe witness^ 
pot the silent type 


tl978, Neir, Wire 

I LANCASTER. Pa - TT>e quiet, c)osp> 
^ »nK acxTUTHiiuty of Lancaster a\i^'oke 
Piursday to the news that Dr John H 
&er9o*e. chief of radsaDon tberap*,- at 
f Lancaster General Hospital had broken 
’ i 15-year silence on his. role in the John 
I f Kennedy autopsy 
i£‘*The papers got that wTong.” Dr. 
j IbersoJe protested later 
^ When iTjy son Richard fa legislative 
I ^>df- to a Tennessee oongreaswoman) 

I lead if in the paper, he called from 
' Washington and said, Tve never knowTi 
^ to remain silent for 15 minutes /* 

* In fact says Dr EbersoJe. 53. he nev- 
^ .maintained a siienoe on his findings 
as the radiologist who worked on the 
Betheada Narva! Hospital autopsy on 
asssassmated preskieni - tt‘s just that be 
u-as never asked. 

j ' He said be had receh'ed requests from 
what he termed ‘•sensatxmahsts'' — au- 
^ors and “even one pathoiogist" — but 
flhal be had not been involved in any 
(Official inquiries 

J Now. he has beer, asked to appear be- 
»re the House Select Oommittee on As- 
S&sinations ai>d he will travel to Wash- 
I ihgion Saumday to meet with cjommitiee 
Isoembers. • • 

J Sa he hasn’t been keeping a secret 
I it’s >jst that **this is the first time I’ve 
I been asked by any official agency to 
i ^jiake oommeni on my findings.'’ 

; J He says there is nothing startling in 
finding — that they support the 
i ^arren CommiaBion ruling that Ken ine- 
l4y was shot from behind. 


”The X rays that were taken thai 
night and inierpreied by roe were foi 
one purpose and one purpose only.’’ he 
said Trior to the atari of the autopsy, 
because of the lack of finding of an ewt 
wcMjnd (udierp the bullet or bullets left 
the body), it was feh that a bulle! might 
be still in the body. 

Later, we found a wound of exit In 
the neck that had been neatly sutured 
by a surgeon in Dallas. That caused 
some confusion early on hprA iKae vii- 
thought that it was from a tracheotomy 
But it was the exit u^ound.** 

On that grim Nos^ember night in 1963. 
Dr EbersoJe, a Navy- commander, had 
been serving as assistant chief of radj- 
oiogy at Bethesda for only four months. 

••At the time, the chief of radiology 
was absent ... and I was acting chief of 
racboJogy.” Dr Ebersole said “I was 
asked to assist in the autopsy in case X 
rays were required.” 

*‘I was presmt in the autopsy room 
from the time the casket arrived from 
Dallas until the autopsy was concluded, 
about 4 or 4:30 the next rooming. 
Rou^ily 15 X rays were taken.** 

Dr. EbersoJe, of course, could have 
had DO idea that the X rays would be 
Lised for anything more than the loca- 
txm of a bullet possibly lodged in il^ 
body; that the angle and direction of the 
shots would much later be called into 
question. 

Dr. ESseraole. his wife. Marian, and 
their six children arrived in Lancaster 
in the summer of 1970, shortly after he 
retired from the Navy and Bethesda. 


Doctor says bullets 

____ 

fired behind JFK 


LANCASTER, Pa. (AP) — The 
radiologist who performed the 
autopsy' X-rays od the body of 
President John F. Kennedy broke 
a 15-year silence on the presiden- 
tial assassination Wednesday, 
claiming the fatal bullets could 
not have come from the front as 
some persons have claimed. 

Dr. John H Ebersole. now 
chief of radiation therapy at Lan- 


Dallas restaurateur subpoe- 
naed in JFK probe, Page ID. 


caster General Hospital, said his 
conclusions parallel those of the 
federal Warren Commission, 
which said the bullets were fired 
from somewhere behind the Ken- 
nedy motorcade in Dallas on Nov. 
22, 1963. 

Warren Commission critics 
have claimed bullets may have 
been fired from a position in 
front of the motorcade. 

Ebersole, formerly assistant 
chief of radiolog} at Bethesda, 
Md., Naval Hospital where the 
autospy was performed, said he 
was speaking out on the issue 
because he has been summoned 


to merer with investigators from 
the HoTise Select Committee on 
Assassinations Saturday at the 
NationaU Archives where the X- 
rays are stored. 

“1 would say unequivocally 
the bulieT came from the side or 
back.” Ebersole said. "The front 
of the body, except for a very 
slight bruise above the right eye 
on the forehead, was absolutely 
intact, b was the back of the bead 
that was blown off. 

"The-e is no way that I can see 
on the basis of the X-rays that the 
bullet came from anywhere in 
the 180 degree angle to the front, 
assuming Kennedy was facing 
fon^’ard- It looked , to me like an 
almost light to left shot from the 
rear.” 

Ebersole said he has not been 
told the reason for being called 
to meet with congressional inves- 
tigators. but said he believes 
some X^y pencil marks may be 
puzzling them. Ebersole said he 
marked some of the Kennedy X- 
rays to assist a sculptor at the 
request of the White House. 

The sculptor was making a 
Kennedy bust, be said. 


